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Groton Recycling Facility Upgrade 


In keeping with the expansion of the Southeastern regional recycling program, the 
Groton Intermediate Processing Center was upgraded this winter. The upgrade was 
funded through a DEP/OPM recycling demonstration grant and included a series of 
improvements to increase the efficiency of the plant. They include: 
® New trash conveyors and a mechanical aluminum sorting system (reducing the 
amount of hand labor required) 
@ Aconcrete receiving pit to facilitate the movement of recyclables onto 
conveyors and minimize breakage 


The plant processed over 60 Tons Per Day (TPD) of bottles and cans during 
performance tests, demonstrating that its 40 TPD rating can easily be achieved. The 
plant is currently receiving about 20 TPD of bottles and cans, a marked improvement 
over the 12 TPD that the plant was processing in 1988. Plant managers and the 
Southeastern Connecticut Regional Resources Recovery Authority are anxious to 


have the plant reach full capacity as soon as possible to reduce costs and maximize 
revenues. 


The 21 towns currently using the Groton IPC for the sorting, processing, and 
marketing of commingled bottles and cans are: Branford, Brooklyn, 
Durham/Middlefield, Deep River, East Haddam, East Lyme, Essex, Groton, 
Killingworth, Ledyard, Lyme, Mansfield, Montville, New London, North Stonington, 
Old Lyme, Old Saybrook, Preston, Salem, Stonington, and Waterford. User towns 
must sign contracts for access to the facility. There is no tipping fee, but each user 
town pays .25¢ per person to use the facility for fiscal year 1989/1990. This fee covers 
IPC operating costs and helps fund such regional recycling services as technical 
assistance in the areas of collection, marketing, and public education. 


Southeastern towns are now working to increase the tonnage and the quality of 
materials received at the Groton IPC through well-structured and widely publicized 
programs. Reducing the amount of residue at the IPC (materials disposed of with 
the recyclables that are not recyclable) is another challenge facing the Southeast 
region. Residue is costly to dispose of and contaminants reduce the amount of 
material that can be marketed. Residents, haulers, user towns, and IPC operators can 
help reduce residue by: 
@ Increasing education and enforcement efforts so that contaminants are not 
mixed with recyclables set out for collection, 
@ Rejecting contaminated loads at the IPC, and 
@ Minimizing handling and, consequently, breakage of materials during 
collection and transport to the IPC. 


Stratford Post Office Recycles “Junk” Mail 


If you think “junk” mail is a problem, imagine being a postal worker who has to 
carry it around in large amounts before delivery. A group of U.S. Postal employees 
interested in helping the recycling effort recently decided to do something positive 
about UBBM (otherwise known as Undeliverable Bulk Business Mail or “junk” mail). 
They began two pilot projects called Project E.A.R.T.H. to recycle the UBBM which at 
present is thrown away by the U.S. Postal Service. Project E.A.R.T.H. was begun by 
the Stratford Post Office Hillside Employee Involvement Team. The two pilot 
programs are at the Management Sectional Center in New Haven and at the 
Bridgeport Post Office. Containers labeled PROJECT EARTH U.B.B.M. ONLY are 
available in all Bridgeport Post Office lobbies. A letter explaining the goal of Project 
Earth and where the collection containers are placed was inserted in every Post 
Office Box in the Bridgeport installations. 


By recycling UBBM, the amount of solid waste currently being removed from the 
Post Offices can be reduced and savings on disposal costs realized. The monies saved 
can be put into the General Fund for other purposes. (Prior to the start-up of 
recycling, trash removal fees had increased 62.3% from 1988 to 1989.) The pilot 
programs were initiated in New Haven in April and Bridgeport in May, so tonnages 
are not yet available. But according to Howard Robinson, a member of the Hillside 
E.1. Team,“ It's going very well with 100% cooperation between management and 
labor. Everyone wants to help.” The Hillside E.1. Team also produced a video to 
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describe the recycling process for the U.S. Postal Service. Additional information and 
the video are available (free of charge) through any member of the E.!. Team at: 
Hillside Employee Involvement Team 
3100 Main Street 
Stratford, CT 06497 ota ag Ader baw ane 
(203) 332-5310 


~~ Rhode Island MRF Is Toured by State Recyclers 


> A state-of-the-art gape facility was toured by a busload of CT recycling 
coordinators and public officials in late June. The group toured the $4-million 
Johnston, Rhode Island, Materials Recovery Facility (MRF), an example of the latest 
. » ..technology available in processing recyclables. 


Representatives from regions in the state currently planning or siting an 
Intermediate Processing Center and local recycling coordinators were invited to 

“ attend and see first-hand the processing of recyclables as they are prepared for 
market. The RI MRF uses a German technology to separate cans (aluminum and tin) 
and bottles (glass and plastic) as these materials are prepared for market. The 
facility has a capacity of 140 tons per day (80 tons of mixed glass and metal 
containers as well as plastic beverage containers and 60 tons of newspaper). 


The tour also watched a curbside collection program in operation in Cranston, RI. 
Updates on the State, Southwest region and Branford’s er fork programs were 
given during the bus trip, as well as a legislative update and information on 
educational materials that will be available. If you are interested in attending tours 
of recycling facilities, please send your name, address and phone to Kim Marcy and 
you will be added to our mailing list for future tours. 


UPCOMING MEETINGS 
BIOCYCLE Northeast Conference ‘89 Recycling/Composting Solid Waste and Sludge 
will be held September 13-15, 1989 at the Holiday Inn By The Bay in Portland, Maine. 
For more information call (215) 967-4135. 


WasteExpo’'s Solutions Northeast Conference will be held September 19-20, 1989 at 
the Philadelphia Civic Center in Philadelphia, PA. More information from NSWMA at 
(202) 659-4613. 


World Environmental Management Exposition, “The International Business Forum 
for Environmental Challenges of the 1990's and Beyond”, will be held October 3-5, 
1989 at the Jacob Javits Convention Center in New York City. For more information 
call (212) 459-9260. 


Westchester County Recycling Conference and Exposition Il, October 4 & 5, 1989, 
Westchester County Center, White Plains, NY. For more information, (914) 285-2588. 


8th National Recycling Congress, “Recycling ‘89 and Beyond”, will be held October 
31 - November 3, 1989, in Charlotte, North Carolina. For more information, cal! (704) 
554-1132. 


2nd Annual Eastern Regional Solid Waste Symposium, “A Look at the 90s”, will be 
held November 1 -2, 1989 at the International Hotel in Baltimore, Maryland. For 
more information, call 1-800-456-4723. 


Ash Utilization and Stabilization Conference (ASH-II), November 8-9, 1989 at the 


Stouffer Concourse Hotel in Arlington, VA near the Washington, DC airport. For 
more information, (703) 347-4500. 
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